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(BONORA A., Redención en ROSSANO P.-RAVASI G.-GIRLANDA A. (dirs.), Nuevo 
diccionario de teología bíblica, San Pablo, Madrid 1990, 1596-1609) 

1. JESUS THE REDEEMER IN THE GOSPELS.  

The Gospels are the message of salvation brought about by Jesus, whose name means 
"Yhwh saves" (Mt 1:21). The person of Jesus, in the Gospels, is confronted with the 
various forms of sickness and sin, misery and oppression, anguish and death of 
humanity. Jesus comes to change the quality of human life of the people he encounters 
by liberating them above all from sin: "He will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21). 

It is, then, from the historical events of Jesus' life that God's forgiveness comes: 
"Courage, my son," Jesus says, "your sins are forgiven you..... For I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners" (Mt 9:2,13). It is not human history that conditions or 
determines in any way the free divine initiative of / love: "For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life" (Jn 3:16). The vital self-communication of God is the purpose of Jesus' 
mission and life: "I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly" (Jn 
10:10). To give us divine life, Jesus gave his own life even unto death on the cross. He 
lived, died and rose again "for us". 
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Thus, salvation is born of the historical pre-existence of Jesus; it is the gift of God to us 
to the point of modifying or changing the conditions of human life (sickness, anguish, 
sin, death). With Jesus, God's salvation has come to mankind, as is said to Zacchaeus: 
"Today salvation has come into this house" (Lk 19:9). 

With Jesus, the God of Israel "has 
visited and redeemed his people" 
(Lk 1:68): in the light of the 
liberation of the Exodus (cf. Ps 
111:9), Luke sees in Jesus the one 
who gives freedom to the people of 
God. Jesus thus brings to fulfillment 
the expectation of the redemption 
of Jerusalem (Lk 2:38; cf. Is 52:3,9): 
the prophetess Anna represented 
the poor of Yhwh, who awaited the 
salvation of the people of God. The 

redemption, carried out by God through Jesus, is aimed not only at individuals, but 
rather at the people. We believe that we are not mistaken in understanding these 
passages in the sense that Jesus accomplishes redemption by gathering and gathering 
around him the people of God, the Church. 

The link between redemption and Christian community is reiterated in Mk 10:45: "The 
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
all" (cf. Mt 20:28). These words appear in the context of the community rule (vv. 43-44: 
"Among you it must not be so..."), whose motivation he gives (v. 45a: = therefore). "The 
atoning death of Jesus is indicated as the foundation of the communion of life and of 
the Christian's way of life. Jesus himself appears as the 'great' (v. 43) and the 'first' (v. 
44), who manifested himself as the servant of the community and the slave of all in his 
mission as Son of man, who gave his life in place of and on behalf of many, and in his 
service characterized by the atoning death indicated the model of service to be followed 
within the community: 'By this we know love, because he laid down his life for us; and 
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers' (A 3:16). Not self-assertion in emulation 
(cf. 8:35-37), but self-denial for the sake of others makes the Christian community the 
new society of salvation" (R. Pesch, "The Christian community is the new society of 
salvation"). 

The Christian community is also exposed to hatred and mockery, to slander and 
persecution; but it is invited to raise its head, "because your redemption is at hand" (Lk 
21:28). The context is communitarian, not individual. Redemption is linked to the 
coming of the Son of Man with great power and glory (v. 27). Luke does not make it clear 
whether it is the death-resurrection of Jesus or the events of the parousia: the coming 
of Jesus in the flesh and his coming in glory are not independent. What matters here is 
the assurance given to the Christian community of redemption as a unique and definitive 
event realized by the coming of Jesus, Son of man. 
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 CHRIST'S DEATH IS REDEMPTIVE.  

God's merciful love is splendidly and historically 
irreversibly manifested and realized in the 
death of Jesus, who gives his life: "The Son of 
Man has come to give his life as a ransom for 
all" (Mk. 10:45). The historical event of Jesus' 
death "fulfills" his service and unconditional 
self-giving for the life of mankind. The "truth" 
of Jesus emerges and shines forth in his love 
even unto death; and from "that" particular 
death, dated though most singular, comes 
salvation for all. 

Jesus died on the cross as the mediator of 
salvation: "There is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself to set us all free" (1 Tim 2:5-5). It is the 
man Christ Jesus, it is his death on the cross that 
brings about redemption, precisely insofar as it 

is a total and irreversible gift of self. "Ransom" does not mean "payment" to someone, 
but is a metaphor for the liberation accomplished. Jesus gave his life insofar as he is the 
man Christ Jesus, in everything in solidarity with men, except sin. 

Redemption results in belonging to God and the constitution of the people of God: 
"(Jesus) gave himself for us to redeem us and to make us a chosen people, clean from 
all sin and ready to do good always" (Tit 2:14). 

With his death, Jesus is not so much the one who "sacrifices" something to God in 
worship, but the one who gives himself as a living and personal sacrifice. The death of 
Jesus is the "existential" sacrifice, real, and not ritual, because it is not offered as a victim 
other than the sacrificer. Thus, the whole human existence of Jesus, culminating in his 
death, is that which, by giving himself for us, reconciles us with God. 

The free and voluntary gift of self unto death is a theme developed above all by John 
(18:4-8) at the moment of the arrest of Jesus, who gives himself with sovereign freedom 
to his accusers. The love of God, incarnated in Jesus, has reached its perfect fulfillment 
(tetélestai) in the death of Jesus on the cross (Jn 19:30). And Jesus dies for love and to 
communicate the love of God, that is, the Spirit, which flows, symbolized by the water 
(Jn 19:37), from the pierced side of the crucified One. 
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The death of Jesus is a "particular" death, and not just a particular case of the death of 
a righteous person; and the resurrection highlights the uniqueness of the death of Jesus. 
The uniqueness of the death of Jesus is highlighted by the very words of the crucified 
Jesus: "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do" (Lk 23:34); "Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit" (Lk 23:46). It is the death of the Son, who can cry Abba 
to God. The death of Jesus is salvific and redemptive because in it God is not absent, but 
present and active as God who saves. "By the grace of God he tasted death for the 
benefit of all" (Heb 2:9). And the resurrection of Jesus is not only a successive 
ratification, but the "opening" of the victorious divine presence in the death of Jesus. 

 

Letter of Innocent III to Miramamolin carried by St. John of Matha 

Innocent, servant of the servants of God 

To the illustrious Miramamolin, king of Morocco, and to his subjects: may they come 
to the knowledge of the truth and remain healthily in it. 

Among the works of mercy which our Lord Jesus Christ commended to his faithful in 
the Gospel, the redemption of captives occupies a place, and not the least, and therefore 
we must grant apostolic favor to those persons who are engaged in such works. Some 
men, among whom are the bearers of this letter, divinely inspired, have recently founded 
a Rule and an Order, by whose statutes they are to employ, for the redemption of 
captives, the third part of all their goods, both of those which they now have and of those 
which they may obtain in the future. And as to better accomplish their purpose it is often 
easier for them to be released from the dungeons of captivity by commutation than by 
ransom, they are allowed that they may redeem heathen captives from the power of 
Christians who are then to be commuted to free Christians. And since the work which we 
have set forth suits both Christians and pagans, we have determined to communicate 
this to you by means of an apostolic letter. May he who is the way, the truth, and the 
life, inspire you, so that, knowing the truth, which is Christ, you may hasten to him as 
soon as possible. 



 

6 

 Given at the Lateran on March 8 in the second year of our pontificate 

 
Seville 

a) La Santísima Trinidad, of the Calzada branch, founded in 1249, today the 
Basilica of María Auxiliadora. 

The Trinitarians settled in Seville after the reconquest 
of the city by Ferdinand III in 1248. Some chronicles even 
anticipate their presence already during the conflict: ''in 
addition to the company they kept for the Holy King, 
they assisted in the spiritual and temporal comfort of 
the soldiers, and brought a quantity of silver to rescue 
the Christians who were captives, or were captured, and 
also took care of the healing of those who had fled''. 
There is no doubt that their presence in Seville was 
motivated in great part by the proximity of Muslim 

territories and, therefore, by the perpetual threat of attacks and plundering, constant 
during the first times of Christian reconquest in the south of the peninsula. The activity 
of the Trinitarians achieved great popularity for their peaceful missions in enemy 
territory in favor of their brothers in the faith, whom they freed from captivity by paying 
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ransoms either in money or by exchanging them for Muslim prisoners -or Trinitarian 
religious-. 

  The importance of the convent of the Holy 
Trinity throughout its history was reflected in the 
old Sevillian chronicles, always receiving excellent 
reviews. Referring to it, Alonso Morgado said: ''... 
it has always flourished, after its foundation in 
notable authority of Seville, for the great Religion, 
doctrine and good example of its Trinitarian 
religious''. Certainly, it was one of the most 
important convents of the order in Spain, and at 
regional level, the richest, most inhabited and 
largest house in Andalusia. Its moment of 
greatest splendor was in the 16th century, when 
it housed up to a hundred religious, a figure that 
declined in the 18th century to 50 members. This 
opinion was reiterated by Ortiz de Zúñiga, since: 
''it was always numerous in community, 
esteemed for its virtues and for the great 
redemptions of captives to which it has 
cooperated in all times''. Of the Trinitarian 

community of Seville, we highlight the not inconsiderable appreciation of the Abbot 
Gordillo of his religious, among whom were ''illustrious sons in virtue and letters'', 
''illustrious sons in virtue and letters''.›1. 

This convent is the canonical seat of the centenary brotherhood of the Trinity. 

b) Our Lady of Grace of the Discalced Trinitarians. It was founded in 1610 and closed 
in the 19th century.  Its tower is preserved, being built on the site the Casa Hermandad 
del Cristo de Burgos. The altarpiece of his church is in the parish of the Virgen de Gracia 
de Camas, in this convent was the image of the Captive, which is venerated in the church 
of San Ildefonso. 

From these convents the order toured the parishes of the province in search of 
donations to free captives spreading their devotions, especially to the Virgen de los 
Remedios, through the different towns. 

At present the order runs the parish of San Ignacio de Loyola, in the Polígono San 
Pablo, where the Brotherhood of the Captive and the Rescued resides. In addition to the 
chaplaincies of the city's penitentiary centers. In Seville, Prolibertas carries out two 
welcome programs for prisoners and ex-prisoners, working on the promotion of the 
person to achieve a successful and lasting social and labor inclusion, which contributes 
to reach a situation of autonomy and independence. Within this group, Prolibertas 
works specifically with those people who do not have support from the outside (absence 

 
1 Desamortización: Convento de la Trinidad. Carmen de Tena Ramírez 
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of social and family support) for their social inclusion process, considering these people 
as a group in a situation or high risk of exclusion. 

It also works within some of the Penitentiary Establishments (Prison, Mother's Unit, 
Social Insertion Center, internment centers for juvenile offenders), carrying out 
accompaniment and follow-up activities, in addition to the development of workshops 
with inmates of the different centers. 

c) The Trinitarian Sisters have a school, the well-known Beaterio de la Santísima 
Trinidad, founded in 1720, located in Santa Lucia Street, near the Ronda de Capuchinos, 
and also run a student residence and home near the Santa Justa station. 

Algeciras 
Arrival of the Trinitarians 

The re-foundation of the Trinitarians in Algeciras came by initiative of the then 
"Patronato Ntra. Sra. de los Milagros", of the Cervera family, being Fr. Andrés Rodríguez 
the intermediary, to whom it was offered in several occasions when he preached the 
novena of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, sponsored by Mrs. Concepción de la Chica, wife 
of Mr. José María Abreu. The Provincial Definitory, meeting in Cordoba on January 21, 
1969, accepted the foundation and asked the General Definitory in Rome for its consent, 
which was given on February 3 of the same year. The two reasons for which it was judged 
convenient to accept the foundation were: 1. The apostolic work that will be developed 
is in conformity with the Trinitarian spirit. 2. The boarding school could serve as a 
summer residence for our aspirants or seminarians. 

Taking possession. 

On August 7, 1969, Fathers Jesús Herrera and Hortensino Álvarez left Andújar for 
Algeciras. 

The former had been elected superior of the new foundation by the Provincial Council 
on June 7 and confirmed by Father General on July 8. When they arrived in Algeciras 
they went to the house of D. José María Cervera, who accompanied them to their 
provisional dwelling until the residence was built. On August 10, 1969, Father Jesús took 
possession as superior and pastor. At the concelebration he was accompanied by the 
provincial Fructuoso Villareal, Andrés Rodríguez, Hortensino Álvarez and José Alegre. 
Also in attendance were the priests Francisco Cruceira, archpriest and pastor of Carmen, 
and three others who had served the parish until then. 

The first stone of the school for the children was laid on August 16, 1968, an act that 
was honored with the presence of the Princess of Spain, Dª Sofía. The Provincial 
Fructuoso Villareal, Andrés Rodríguez and Jesús Herrera were also present. All the 
Cervera families attended on behalf of the Foundation. The school would have eight 
classrooms and eight houses for the teachers would also be built. Only the plans existed 
for the boarding school and residence for the religious. 
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The parish had been in operation since June 1962, but when the Trinitarians arrived, it 
had been without a parish priest for two years and was attended by the priests who took 
turns to serve this neighborhood. The first residence was one of the small houses in the 
fishermen's quarter, number 25, acquired by the Foundation for the parish priest's 
home. 

The third religious who asked for a contract arrived at the beginning of the 1970-71 
school year. He was Fr. José Alegre, who would be in charge of the school and the home-
school, although the latter did not open until March 8, 1971. In February the community 
had moved to the new residence. 

The school "Marinero Javier Cervera" began to function in the spring of 1970 
provisionally with 4 classrooms, transferring the children from the two unitary schools 
on the beach and enrolling 9 others. The following school year 1970-71 it was fully 
operational, with 8 units and 270 students. The religious were only in charge of the 
school and the boarding school with 80 boarders. Seven teachers were lay and two 
religious. Hundreds of students were formed in this school and fondly remember their 
time there. The Home School operated until 1987. The school, in the 1996-97 academic 
year, transferred its management and administration to the Daughters of Charity, who 
unified it with the girls' school under the single name of "Our Lady of Miracles." 

The parish annex of the San José Artesano neighborhood functioned provisionally from 
1973-76 until June 1986 in a first floor loaned by Paula Romero, mother of the Trinitarian 
Fr. Pablo Sanchez, and until December 24 of the same year in the "Hogar del Pensionista" 
of the Junta de Andalucia. 

On April 14, 1980, the Cervera family donated a 3,000 m2 plot of land to the Province of 
España sur of the Trinitarians free of charge, with a public deed, in order to build a 
church for public worship to serve the new neighborhood of San José Artesano, which 
was being created in the area. The construction of the church began in 1981, and the 
Midnight Mass was celebrated there on December 24, 1986. On March 7, 1987, the 
Bishop of Cadiz, D. Antonio Dorado Soto, erected it as a parish of the Most Holy Trinity, 
which he blessed and consecrated on the 15th of the same month and year. The 
Provincial Jesús Herrera was present at the ceremony, some 30 priests concelebrated 
and Fathers José Mª Ledesma and Luis Gutiérrez Regato were appointed pastor and vicar 
respectively. 

In 1992 the image of the Virgin of the Trinity was donated to the community. The image 
of the Cristo de las Tres Caídas was blessed in 2000, and with the approval of the Bishop 
it made its first procession on April 12, 2001 as a Brotherhood of Penitence. The image 
of the Virgen del Buen Remedio was blessed on July 10, 2020. 
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At the end of 2008, construction began on a social center for inmates and immigrants 
next to the parish church, promoted by the Prolibertas Foundation, which depends on 
the Trinitarian Order. The surface area to be built was 1919 m2. The complex includes a 
reception house, training rooms and a community residence. It was blessed in 2011 by 
Bishop D. Antonio Ceballos. Antonio Ceballos, next to the mosaic that presides over the 
façade, a sign of the Trinitarian Order and the captives, made by the inmates of the 
Botafuegos penitentiary center. 

Other services of the Trinitarians were: since 1973 the chaplaincy of the Penitentiary 
Center, first in La Piñera and then in Botafuegos. Since 1985 they have been chaplains 
of the Missionaries of the Immaculate Conception. From 1987 to 1997 they were 
chaplains of the hospital of Algeciras. They also taught Religion at the "Bahía de 
Algeciras" Public School.  

We highlight the creation of Cáritas Parroquial del Rinconcillo, always supported by the 
foundation Ntra. Sra. de los Milagros due to the poverty situation of the neighborhood. 
It was promoted by Fr. Domingo Reyes, who was the superior from 2006. Mª Luisa 
Simón, took over the direction. Caritas welcomed, helped and visited hundreds of 
disadvantaged families in the neighborhood. Several teams of volunteers were created 
to deliver food, clothes, furniture, in some cases to families from all over Algeciras. The 
parish Caritas, and in its name its director, has received many recognitions such as the 
award from the city council "Algeciras, con mirada de mujer" in March 2017, the 
distinction "Ubi Charitas" from the Brotherhood of Mortaja in March 2018 and the 
distinction "Pro Ecclesia Gadicense et septense" from the Bishopric of Cadiz in 
November 2019. 

The Trinitarians continued to focus their social work in the most specific of their charism, 
in prison and Prolibertas, prioritizing on such beloved works as the Rinconcillo parish 
that they leave in 2017. 

Currently the Prolibertas Foundation consists of a shelter for former inmates, 
immigrants, ex-prisoners, homeless people, victims of trafficking or gender violence... In 
Prolibertas Foundation they are offered a social and labor reinsertion through its 
employment program in which training courses are offered. 

In 2013, the School of Hospitality Training and Entrepreneurship began, in which they 
can obtain the title of kitchen assistant or waiter, with three annual editions and through 
which 100 to 120 people pass each year.  
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In 2017, a new Employment program is launched in which courses are designed 
according to the needs of workers of the companies in the region. In 2020, more than 
400 people were attended in the different services of Prolibertas, 8 training courses 
were held: 3 in hotel management, gardening, store assistant, floor waitress, 
supermarket staff, staff for digital commerce and butchery-delicatessen. Despite the 
pandemic, 150 job placements were achieved. Doors were closed in the hotel and 
catering industry due to the pandemic, but opened in other sectors such as agriculture 
or supermarkets. The shelter is intended for those people in greatest need, taking in 
more than 100 people a year and distributing more than 20,000 meals. 

 

 

 

The Ntra. Sra. de los Milagros Foundation continues its social commitment, collaborating 
with the Prolibertas Foundation, which, through training and employment, transforms 
complicated situations in this region into work, employment and wealth. 

P. Sergio García Pérez, Algeciras 

 

Invitation to reflect-sharing 

 What has the information on this topic brought me? 
 What have I discovered? 
 What value do I give to the proposed pilgrimage as an approach to the 

origin of the Trinitarian charism and mission? 


